
Forms of Journalism

➢ Journalism of Verification

➢ Journalism of Assertation

➢ Journalism of Affirmation

➢ Precision journalism

➢ Advocacy or Interest Group Journalism 

➢ Journalism of Aggregation

➢ Campaign Journalism 

➢ Solutions journalism

➢ Follow-up Journalism



Journalism of Verification

➢ Presenting “the facts” and also “the truth 

about the facts”

➢ Accurate facts put in a meaningful 

context

➢ Assembling and verifying facts

➢ Convey a fair and reliable account of their 

meaning



Journalism of Assertation

➢ Assertion journalism has arisen out of our immediate need for 

information

➢ Puts the highest value on immediacy and volume without 

extensive critical checking

➢ “What were once raw ingredients of journalism – the rumor, 

innuendo, allegation… – get passed on to the audience directly

➢ Rushing out with a story without checking the validity

➢ The journalism of assertion bypasses the traditional concept 

editing

➢ The over-heated pursuit of timeliness replacing Journalism of 

Verification as the dominant mode of news reporting 



Journalism of Affirmation

➢ Affirm — rather than inform

➢ Catering to a set of beliefs

➢ Builds loyalty less on verification than on 

affirming existing beliefs of its audiences 

➢ News presentation with a point of view in 

conformity with the opinions of its target 

audience 

➢ Covering stories that prove their point 

rather than playing a watchdog



Precision Journalism

➢ Application of scientific and social science research 

methods to gather and analyse data. Employ hard facts 

and figures to support their assertions 

➢ Part of computer-assisted reporting (CAR)-electronic 

information gathering techniques of collecting information 

in databases, analyzing public records with statistical 

programmes 

➢ The idea of precision journalism grew out of the need for 

effective gathering, processing and dissemination of 

information, revealing its exactness and precision

➢ Data journalism can be termed as a form of precision 

journalism  



Advocacy or Interest Group Journalism 

➢ The primary goal of advocacy or interest groups is to influence 

decision-makers and public policy through advocacy on behalf 

of members

➢ Advocacy journalism is a genre of journalism that adopts a 

non-objective viewpoint for some social or political purpose

➢ A genre of journalism that, unlike propaganda, is fact-based, 

but supports a specific point of view on an issue

➢ Rejects the supposed objectivity of the mainstream press as a 

practical impossibility

➢ Advocacy journalism is practiced by alternative media and 

special interest media

➢ Stands for specific perspectives, with stories actively 

championing for certain ideas and values



Campaign Journalism 

➢ Campaign journalism is when a newspaper or 

journalist takes up an issue and follows it through 

with a desired objective in mind

➢ Many news organisations take up an issue every 

so often and campaign for its resolution on the 

issues, such as,  crime, road safety, drug abuse, 

women and children abuse, climate change, 

education etc.

➢ Done properly, this is entirely consistent with high 

standards of accuracy and fairness but does away 

with the pretense of neutrality 



Journalism of Aggregation

➢ News aggregation- news originated elsewhere is 

reassembled, repackaged, and republished 

➢ News aggregator, online platform or software 

device that collects news stories and other 

information as that information is published and 

organizes the information in a specific manner

➢ Use HTML (hypertext) coding on the websites of 

other news organizations 

➢ All consumers are aggregators in a way-filtering 

information as per their values ( My News)



Solutions Journalism

➢ Every day, media outlets release distressing reports on 

violence, natural disasters, or public health crises. But not 

many of these stories provide a potential solution to the 

problems they cover. This is precisely what “solutions 

journalism,” an emerging discipline, hopes to change 

➢ Solutions journalism can change the tone of public discourse, 

making it less divisive and more constructive

➢ News media is most often focused on drama and conflict. The 

result of these “negative biases” that demoralises audiences

➢ Solutions journalism is a way of not just looking at the problems but 

exploring too. it’s about creating high quality news that holds power 

to account, critically looks at solutions, and helps build trust in the 

media



Key Components of Solutions Journalism

➢ Solution journalism is an approach to rigorous and in-depth news 

reporting that focuses on the responses to social issues. anchors in 

credible evidence, explain how and why responses are working, or not 

working. 

➢ Investigates and explains, in a critical and clear-eyed way, how people 

try to solve widely shared problems. An evidence-based presentation 

of existing solutions

➢ While journalists usually define news as “what’s gone wrong,” 

solutions journalism tries to expand that definition: responses to 

problems are also newsworthy

➢ A journalist practicing solutions journalism is keenly aware of both 

the problem and solution and aims to connect readers to stories that 

provoke action, model change, and educate



The Pillars of Solutions Journalism 

✓ Elaborate on the actual performance of 

the solution and how it works

✓ Focus on Response to Social Problem

✓ Offering Insight 

✓ Use of Evidence

✓ Reporting on Limitations



Questions, Answers and Solutions

Giselle Green, Editor of Constructive Voices, says news that 

only conveys doom and gloom isn’t actually telling us the 

entire story. She is among a growing cohort of journalism 

practitioners calling for more solutions to be featured 

alongside traditional news stories. 

Solutions journalists sometime referred as constructive 

journalism, is all about how journalism can react to 

problems,” explains the former BBC journalist. It aims to 

seek out answers, solutions, movements and initiatives to 

some of the biggest problems besetting the world



Follow-up Journalism

➢ Follow-up Journalism is a process to think of where to take the story

next and reflect on it and answer the unanswered questions. To add

more information or details about a story which has already been

published or broadcast

➢ The Breaking News and Immediacy are key elements of journalism

practice in the highly competitive news market which results into some

of the key dimesons of the issue getting ignored. Follows-up journalism

aims to fill these gaps

➢ There may be some stories that you missed out and have been

reported by other news organisations. A follow-up of the story could

compensate the lapse

➢ The events are reported in a single-column story or a 30-second report

does not mean that the event itself has been described completely.

Those extra details can be new facts, later developments, reactions or

new issues which have been raised by the original event

Continued in the next slide



Follow-up Journalism(Continued)

➢ An anniversary of a tragedy, controversy or scandal, reporting

on its status or revisiting the issues are some of the ideas for

follow-up

➢ If a politician makes a promise a year ago, now is the time to

ask him what he has achieved. If police were hunting a

murderer six months ago, ask whether they have any new

clues

➢ To monitor the consequences of events or controversies which

we regarded as newsworthy in the past. To make people

accountable and reminds them to keep promises

➢ Use of background information to remind your audience of the

original story and to put it in context

➢ Keep on following the stories to take them to their logical end



Maintain a Diary

A journalist without a diary is totally at the mercy of

events. The diary allows you to plan ahead and keep track

of current events and controversies. If you see the chance

for writing a follow-up sometime in the future, make a

note in the diary to remind you. You must look at the diary

regularly, otherwise the reminder will be useless. It is

important to enter details of possible follow-ups whenever

they suggest themselves

Go back over old stories to find ideas for follow-ups and

updates. One useful method is to go through the diary.

Reminding you of the events of last six months, a year or

five years ago. There will be many stories which have

developed since, but you have not covered recently



The Investigative Process: Moving 
from ‘Unknown’ to ‘Known’

Whether working on a beat or on a story 

idea, it is vital to gather all the 

information that are already known and 

also develop an understanding of the 

subject-only than we can identify what is 

new, identify an new angle and place the 
story in proper context 



The Investigative Process 

➢ Written sources (Gathering Information)

➢ Sources of knowledge

➢ Sources of experience

➢ Field visits: Observations

➢ Research interviews

➢ Partisan sources

➢ Key interview(s)

➢ Analysis, Interpretation  and Conclusions



Follow the Money

➢ What budget has been allocated 

➢ Various levels of use the budget 

➢ To what extent it has actually been 

utilized 

➢ Identifying the gaps- that’s where the 

real news is



Journalistic Research 

➢ Research is the method by which we gather information. 
involves asking questions, or reading pre-existing publications 
or witnessing something with our own eyes.  The dictionary 
definition is: to search or investigate thoroughly

➢ We need to know what we want to achieve and we need to 
have a plan.  We can use our own observations where possible 
and/or talk to other people, including eyewitnesses and experts. 

➢ Libraries are a valuable source of research. They may contain 
reference, historical, biographical and factual books, magazines 
and newspapers

➢ The internet is fast becoming one of the most invaluable 
research tools for journalists. But proceed with caution, and 
never assume that any one source is infallible



Types of Journalism  

 Political Journalism 

 Crime Journalism 

 Economic and Business journalism

 Sports Journalism

 Opinion journalism

 Photojournalism   

 Agricultural Journalism

 Health Journalism

 Civic Journalism

Contained in the next slide



Types of Journalism(Continued)

▪ Defense and National Security Journalism

▪ Education Journalism

▪ Environmental Journalism

▪ Science and Technology Journalism

▪ Sports Journalism

▪ Weather journalism

▪ Entertainment Journalism

▪ Film Journalism 

▪ Literary, Cultural and Arts Journalism 

▪ Fashion and Lifestyle Journalism



Always remember  adherence to 

core concepts to maintain credibility

➢ Accuracy

➢ Fairness

➢ Balance

➢ Attribution

➢ Objectivity



Never Forget 

Who

What

When

Where

Why

How
One point may be noted here: when we are answering first four 

questions, we are generally factual and the moment we start 
answering last two questions element of interpretation is 

introduced and we ought to be extra careful and not jump into 
sweeping conclusions or unsubstantiated generalizations



Looking Beyond 

It is said that what  is being revealed 
it not news but what  is being 

concealed is news 

To dig out the concealed requires a 
lot of professional skills  and how 
you cultivate, interact and gather 

the information you are looking for 
from the source
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